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From the CEO

We’re very excited! We’ve welcomed
the news that our hub at 977 Mount
Alexander Road, Essendon can
start. On 9 April, the Victorian Gov-
ernment confirmed it would provide
$950,000 funding to the City of
Moonee Valley for the new centre.

The announcement means that
Caroline Chisholm Society can stay
in Moonee Valley helping pregnant
and new mums, serving our com-
munity as we have for over 40
years. Pregnant and new mums will
have a warm and welcoming envi-
ronment to come to for practical
and emotional support, near public
transport and the support of locals.

Our volunteers will have a safe and
accessible location to gather and
make a constructive contribution to
society. Be they donating when at
kinder age, doing community ser-
vice during high school, offering
mentoring to another mum or
keeping us on track when in their
90s. The neighbourly goodwill that
makes us who we are will go on.

Our clients currently need

Prams suitable for newborns,
bassinettes and nappies

PLEASE DONATE
9am-5pm, weekdays at 12 Shuter
Street, Moonee Ponds.
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Colleagues and friends in our com-
munity will also be able to access
the space which has an open recep-
tion, consulting rooms, space to run
groups, material aid storage and
office space.

We’re grateful for the advocacy of
the new Member for Essendon,
Danny Pearson, and several of his
current and former colleagues from
all sides and cross benches of poli-
tics.

In showing a united voice for moth-
ers and their babies, these mem-
bers have backed up the people,
businesses and Council in Moonee
Valley who have been asking for
this funding since 2013.

A very big thank you to the people,
businesses and Council in and
around Moonee Valley and across
the State and the nation! You, who
gave and fundraised when we still
had to raise so much more, made it
possible to seek the funding from
the Victorian Government, so we are
very grateful to you for your love,
money and - in some cases - tears.
I’'m looking forward to having you
by for the opening.

In the spirit of Caroline Chisholm,

flhy.

Helen Cooney
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CEO Helen Cooney recently visited the
final resting place of Caroline
Chisholm in Northampton.

Spotlight on Family Violence in Moonee Valley...

After pregnancy and parenting
issues, the top issues our clients
face are financial, homelessness,
mental health and - as the pub-
lic is increasingly aware - family
violence. Two periods during
which women are particularly
susceptible to family violence
are separation and pregnancy.

Last year, there was some re-
search that came out that said
that a third of women experi-
ence their first incidence of do-
mestic violence during preg-
nancy. Also, pregnant women
are less likely to leave relation-
ships because they can become
financially dependent or have
much more invested in raising
the child with their partner. This
can make it more difficult to
leave, and men who choose to
use violence take advantage of
that.

Some of our clients are living in
controlling or violent relation-
ships. That’s really challenging
but rewarding work. Some of
them have had issues in the
past. For those Mums, we like to
help with the impact of that
trauma on parenting and to help
Mums provide a safe and nur-
turing environment for their
children.

Brain research suggests that
violence against the primary
carer is very damaging for a
baby’s brain development, es-
pecially during pregnancy.

We hope the Victorian Royal
Commission will be able to rec-
ommend more help - like hous-

ini - for those Iivini in violent




